
The attempt of a catalogue

Adam, Anna, Bethany, Bianca, Felizitas, Frederick, Luisa, 
Manuel, Orsalia, Paola, Paolo, Sisdel, Stamatis, Tarcisio, 
Tijana, Trine.

In what spaces do critical experiences take place?

How can we find, subvert, occupy and create spaces within 
the city that can host and facilitate collective moments of 
resistance, questioning and creation?

How can we activate these spaces? What strategies and 
tactics can we develop to keep them alive?

5 March 2011, New Cross Library

Critical spaces taking form

Minutes from the first 
meeting of the Critical Space 

Formation Group.

The questions
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#1

This is the bus

Temporary, time-based, public space, appropriation, public 
educational material, subversive, graphic, amendment, 
existing social gathering, street furniture, dysfuncional

Educational programme overlaid onto existing street scene

Bus stop of the 225 Bus

All bus stops

The social space of the gathering of people that occurs in 
this specific location due to the malfunctioning of the bus 
timetable.

Rather than solving the problem of the bus timetabling, 
the angry gathering of waiting passengers is activated as 
a temporary educational community, through modified 
advertising posters on the bus stop. Possible additions to 
the bus stop such as chairs, flowers, and domestic scale 
items create an atmosphere more conducive to conversation. 
Options for development include the formation of the role 
of Bus stop Curator, and a timetable of events to coincide 
with times of the day/week when buses are least reliable/
least frequent. There also is the possibility to extend the 
educational community into the bus and continue it during 
the journey.

Sophie Calle, Phone Booth
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#2

Points of attack

Occupation, intrusion, attack, reclamation, access, private/
public, subversive, taking by force, common assets, parasitic 
type

Forced/parasitical occupation of private property

Tall Office Skyscraper, London

Any private corporate office building

The lack of public spaces within commercial office buildings.

This is addressed by strategies to occupy strategic points 
within tower blocks. It is suggested that the assets created 
by the building of large architectural structures, such as 
spectacular views across London from tall buildings, should 
be made accessible to the public, and reframed as common 
assets as opposed to private property.

The problem of gaining entry to the high security corporate 
environments is overcome either by violent / forced 
entry, or more subversive, subtle tactics. Agents working 
as catering assistants or employees of the corporate 
tenants become the key figures in this approach, able to 
facilitate entry to high security areas, thus creating a more 
parasitical relationship with the host building, and avoiding 
unnecessary conflict with the building management / 
security. The back of house areas, [kitchen/staff room] 
become the control rooms of these newly identified public 
rooms in the sky.

N/A
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#3

The transparent layer

Archive, permanent, experiential, mapping, assemblage, 
traces, memory, overlaid, virtual, digital, open source

Open source mapping technology

Any public space / any city

Any public space / any city

All existing public spaces, paths, roads, squares and streets 
hold information, memory and future potential.

To give greater permanence in the collective memory of 
the city, temporary and fleeting events are made available 
through a system of mapping, represented by a layer of 
tracing paper overlaid onto the street. 

An open source mapping technology is made available, 
facilitating the holding of, and access to, layers of 
information about the possible activation of public space. 
Mapping occurs through a combination of online and offline 
media, including sketching, scanning, photographing, 
writing, sound recording, photo-tagging, image-sharing, 
social networking, interactive online mapping, street 
maps. Traces of view, route, scene, procession, conflict, 
event, celebration etc. are given lasting presence through 
continuous re-represention in a virtual layered space of 
image, text, caption, location, line, recording.

N/A
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#4

Affective space

Communication, public space, perception, atmosphere, 
localised affective spaces, layered reality, symbolic, 
networking, materiality, experiental, character, behaviour, 
impact, psychological, emotional

Open source mapping technology

New Cross / New Cross Gate area, Lewisham

Any public space / any city

Each neighbourhood contains within in it existing spatial 
environments that have an impact at psychological, 
emotional and behavioural levels. These affective, 
atmospheric, symbolic spaces are created by the specific 
local qualities, materiality, typology, geography, nature, and 
activity patterns. Environmental conditions of scent, light, 
speed, texture, sound, air quality, movement, noise, are all 
composed in this multi-layered reality.

This strategy proposes a mapping technology to identify 
existing localised affective spaces, networking them and 
recording their spatial characteristics. A subversion of 
techniques used by marketing, retail design and advertising 
is suggested to activate, gather, enhance, change, percerceive 
and navigate these ‘soft’ characteristics of the urban terrain. 
[For possible mapping methodologies see The Transparent 
Layer, Entry 003].

Situationists / psychogeographical reading of the city
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#5

I didn’t know it existed

Signage, awareness, communication,activation, green space, 
open space, mixed use, productive landscape, occupation, 
visiblity, signal

Communicating an under-used spatial resource

Green space at centre of Goldsmiths campus

Any under-used / out of the way green spaces

A large open green space off the high street and hidden 
within the labyrinth of the college’s campus is identified as 
being an under-used resource by the wider public. Its cut-
off position at the centre of a college campus creates a sense 
of intrusion in the casual or impromptu visitor.  There is an 
opportunity here to increase the quantity and diversity of 
users of this space.

The challenge here is to provide effective signals to give 
the space a greater presence on the high street, and to give 
an identity to each green space in the area, to define key 
characteristics and reasons to visit each space.  Here, one 
suggestion is a series of intriguing small-scale structures 
leading from the high street to the green, carrying a layer of 
public programme [e.g. stalls, shelters, outdoor classrooms, 
allotments], drawing footfall into the park.  Other small 
parks in the area are also given another layer of programme 
as city allotments.  An alternative strategy involves a new 
layer of coloured road markings, pointing out destinations in 
hidden parts of the area.

N/A
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#6

Rituals for change

Ritual, performance, commute, daily action, temporary, 
public space, transport, time-based, public space, 
appropriation, public educational material, subversive, 
graphic, amendment, unexpected

Daily distribution of educational graphic material into 
spaces of the commute

Commuter train in Copenhagen, advertising boards within 
the carriages

Any urban space with a high commuter footfall peak times 
of the morning and evening

The surfaces we pass on a daily basis on a regular commute 
are almost entirely filled with marketing messages, 
hoardings, screens and posters.  This potent media space 
of transit is saturated with material made by corporations 
and advertising agencies.  This designated advertising space 
could easily become a critical space.

A critical question, quote, image or graphic is chosen each 
day, and inserted into the frame of an advertising display 
on the daily commute.  The daily repetition of both the 
act of posting, and the act of observing the posting over 
time has the potential to build an ongoing dialogue with 
a little-changing group of people.  The morning routine is 
transformed into an educational space, one action at a time, 
with the wider aim of catalysing a movement to reclaim the 
space from commercial messaging.

Woody Allen
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#7

Conversations’ corner

Street furniture, cultural convention, visual, connection, 
symbolism, performance, temporary, public space, time-
based, public space, device, invitation, signalling system

Globally recognised symbol for a collective conversation

Any public space / any city

Any public space / any city

The soapbox is a globally recognised symbol of the single 
person speaking, delivering a message to a public audience, 
however there is currently no universally accepted signal 
which serves invite people to join a collective conversation.

A public space culture of introspection/politeness/reserve 
can prohibit open communal interaction; people avoid 
making eye contact and starting conversations.  Similarly a 
dialogue, conversation or meeting that has already started 
can often seem exclusive from the outside, even if the 
participants would be perfectly willing to accept you into 
their conversation.  This device is suggested as a way of 
providing a clear visual signal to those in the street that you 
are willing to enter into conversation. Ideally this sign would 
be as simple as the soapbox and internationally recognised.

GPS systems, Tamagotchi, iPhone apps
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#8

The flying classroom

Alternative classroom, alternative campus, public space, 
time-based, performative, open, unexpected, critical spatial 
pedagogy, modalities, knowledtge production, public role of 
the university

Strategy for increasing the critical space of academia into the 
urban setting

University of Copenhagen

Any University or academic structure

A pre-scheduled workshop, class, lecture or film screening 
has the potential to be transformed from a simple space of 
knowledge transfer, to a critical space of public knowledge 
generation, by altering the location, manner, character or 
modality of the educational space. 

By changing the location, or adding an unexpected 
element to the ‘delivery’ of a university course/class/
session, opportunities for engagement with wider urban, 
social, political and economic issues can be increased.  It is 
proposed that some classes are publicly advertised and made 
available to all, and that the public are invited to participate 
in certain workshops and that some classrooms are made 
mobile, travelling around the city.  The space of teaching has 
an effect on the manner and type of learning that happens.  
By choosing a certain space for a certain topic, it is possible 
to reinforce this link.

Critical pedagogy
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#9

Human origami

Visualisation, communication, simulation, collective, 
construction, dismantling, organisational design, members, 
detached, sharing, building, process, formation, sharing, 
building, process, formation, fragility, ownership, 
authorship, time-based

Conceptual visualisation of the collective structure

N/A

Any group of people

The processes involved with the formation, building and 
rebuilding of a collective working group can be difficult to 
articulate and communicate, especially to those outside.  
As well as knowing that the group is gathered around a 
common aim, there is also a need to be able to describe the 
forces at play within the group at any point in time, and 
explore alternative models.

This visualisation starts to suggest ways in which we 
might articulate the stages of building, joining, detaching, 
and working within a collective structure.  By displaying 
potential human relations in a physical form, it is possible 
to describe abstractly key critical moments within the life 
of the collective, which is always in a state of dismantling/
building.  As an example, the model allows simulations 
of different group sizes and structures, and can visually 
describe stresses, weak points, fault-lines or potential size 
limits of the collective structure. Once we recognise the 
fragility of these processes, we will be less affected when 
something we created is being dismantled.

N/A
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#10

Paper planes

Visualisation, network, communication, best practice, 
support network, collective, construction, dismantling, 
organisational design, members, detached, city-wide, 
building, process formation, consequence, ownership, 
authorship

Conceptual visualisation of the collective structure

London

Any network of collectives

People all over the world are engaged with forming 
collective group structures for self-education. There is a need 
to communicate the processes we are each learning from, 
to inspire, share best practice, and create a global sense of 
solidarity between like-minded groups.

This visualisation starts to suggest ways in which collectives 
and working groups at different stages of activation and 
maturity might become networked across London, so that 
patterns can be observed, links made, and ideas shared.  
Any group can thus see in one place a map of the different 
collective/co-operative structures operating within their 
geographical area, or subject area.  Examples of what might 
be shared in this way include manuals of workshop ideas, 
good questions/structures for group activities, databases 
of suitable venues for different events, contacts, images 
from events, timetables of open meetings.  The more 
actively connected the groups become, the less groundwork 
is duplicated and the further each group is able to move 
towards implication of their aims.

Transition Network
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#11

Open studio(s)

Open, connected, small, local, city-wide, network, 
interdisciplinary, shared, workspace, project space, host, 
exchange, invitation

System of exchange for sharing studio spaces

Goldsmiths College

Any privately rented studio / academic building

Access to underused studio and project spaces across the 
city.

This web-based system design enables the possibility of 
building up a city-wide system of exchange for workspace, 
project space and event space, based on a sharing/exchange 
economy.  A range of services could be suggested as payment 
in kind for the temporary use of the space, such as web 
editing, holding courses, helping young people with project 
work, looking after the space, with each person keeping an 
account online of the type and valuation of the services that 
have been offered in exchange.

A strong exchange network based on ethical principles 
would facilitate a sense of community across the city for 
those with similar working methods, and provide access 
to a wide range of types of space are required for particular 
projects, and enable like-minded people to connect.
[See Catalogue Entry 012 for global application]

Free economy
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#12

Open house(s)

Open, connected, small, local, global, network, 
interdisciplinary, shared, workspace, project space, 
accomodation, host, exchange, service, agency, invitation

System of exchange for sharing studio spaces and 
accomodation

London

Any rented, co-owned or privately owned house

People willing to share or barter a portion for their space to 
be used for various projects.)

This web-based system design enables the possibility of 
building up a global system of exchange for workspace, 
project space and event space, based on a sharing/exchange 
economy.  A range of services could be suggested as payment 
in kind for the temporary use of the space, such as web 
editing, holding courses, helping young people with project 
work, looking after the space, with each person keeping 
an account online of the type and valuation of the services 
that have been offered in exchange. A strong exchange 
network based on ethical principles would facilitate a sense 
of continuity in work and living environment when working 
abroad, and enable like-minded people to connect.

Wwoof Network
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#13

We are inspired

Visible, interdisciplinary, workspace

A highly visible location for collective, interdisciplinary 
practice

Near Goldsmiths campus, on the High Street

Any campus or collective group with access to capital 
funding or property

The existence of an underused/unused space belonging to 
Goldsmiths College

A new-build or refurbishment project which allows 
a permanent physical workspace for collaborative, 
interdisciplinary work to have a presence within the high 
street. The highly visible location might help to naturally 
draw people into the space.

N/A
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#14

The game on the hill

Visible, public, time-based, game, tourism, interaction, 
meeting point, landmark, mapping, visit

A public game that transforms sites of tourist interest into 
communal educational spaces

Greenwich Park, London

Any notable natural, historical landmark or geographic 
location

An open green space that is attracting a large and 
heterogeneous number of users  

Transform the park into a giant board game, where visitors 
can directly experience the problems connected to UK 
border control and international visa restrictions. This way 
a wide audience could be used and the personal experience 
would make it easier to connect to this political issue.

Political board games
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#15

Sisters of Hope - an account

Exposed self, poetic self, visible, time-based, exchange, 
parallel universe, affect, desires

An art-educational method and a practice-led research tool

Berlin

Gatherings of people

Spaces where people come together with the intent of 
learning and exploring

Creating a space where a different logic applies, a place where 
the everyday is turned up side down and questioned. To 
build up this different universe time is needed, which is not 
always available. 
Ideally, a person who experiences a different logic in such a 
critical space, will go outside and act differently and might 
even create their own logic about everyday life.

N/A
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#16

Humanities unplugges - an account

Collective, open, experimental, shared, self-managed

A symposium to explore what academia could be and/or 
become.

Berlin

Learning through exploration

A space outside academia that allows for flexible 
configurations

We have tried to appropriate a space closer to the city centre 
and further away from the Freie Universität. We got offered 
the space of the Kunstfabrik where we tried to put the
concept of an unplugged academia into practice. The space 
was very welcoming and allowed for a variety of activities 
to happen simultaneously, so that one could freely wander 
from one to the other.
Yet we have not been able to draw in others, people who 
were not already involved in the symposium. But it has 
certainly been an experiment on whose experiences we can 
build.

N/A
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to everyone whose contribution is missing. 

If you want to add your contribution just e-mail Bianca 
at bravenewalps@gmail.com and she will update the 
document.

Sorry 




